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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The Meeting of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion, held on Wednesday and Thursday at the Royal 
Society of Arts rooms in London, has achieved about 
ordinary success, but was rather wanting in en- 
thusiasm. The attendance was not as good as it 
ought to have been, and the Metropolis was really 
shamefully represented. No excuse can be offered 
for London men who show an apathy unworthy of 
members of a professional body. Undoubtedly the 
Association has only one object—that of furthering 
the interests of the profession—and members who 
fail to support it by their presence fail in their duty 
to the Body which enables them to live. The cal- 
lous indifference of some of our members to all in- 
terests of the profession not directly productive of a 
personal reward deserves the utmost reprobation. 
“Give and take” is a good principle in business, 
but the man who is only willing to take should have 
forced upon him the fact that the knowledge for 
which he obtained his diploma was given by the 
men who preceded him, and that he is indebted to 
the profession for information which can only really 
be repaid by some attempt at adding to the common 
store. If we all fail to contribute observations or 
research we stand still ; if our predecessors had been 
equally selfish we should have been little more than 
empirics, and could have never attained the social 
position we now hold. Let each man take freely 
from the common store of knowledge, but let him in 
common fairness also add something to it. 








The unsuccessful competitors in the Horse-Shoeing 

Competition at Windsor have sent a protest to the 
Royal Agricultural Society against the awards made 
at their recent meeting. 'They have also freely dis- 
cussed their alleged grievance, and we are therefore 
able to estimate its value. Whilst acknowledging 
the truth of a good deal said at the meeting reported 
lu another column, we by no means approve their 
action. The office of judge at any competition is 
not altogether a desirable position, and very strong 
evidence should be forthcoming to sustain any com- 
plaint against their action. Whether any firm 
basis for the protest exists or not, it cannot be 
denied that the opinion of those best qualified to 
judge is unanimous as to the inferior quality of 
the work done. There is however, just one 
plausible excuse, and that is that the arrangements 
Were imperfect and the conditions unfavourable to 
the production of the best work. Inferior iron, 
badly placed anvils, and the direct glare of a burn- 
ng sun are conditions which may well spoil the 
efforts of even good workmen. 








The moral of the whole thing seems to us—the 
holding of another competition in the Metropolis, 
with safe-guards against any injustice or unfair 
cavilling. The art of farriery is ill understood. 
Our workmen are blamed for faults not inherent in 
their work, and the old error is again promulgated 
that the farrier is a bad mechanic as well as a 
technical ignoramus. It is qnite right that the 
public should not be misled, and it is essential that 
some effort be made to remove the bad impression 
made at Windsor. 

The doubts and fears of competitors should be 
treated generously, and we venture to say positively 
that any future competition should be judged by 
men having the confidence of the competitors. 
Everyone knows that horse-shoeing is not merely a 
mechanical calling. No class of men are more likely 
to estimate it at its proper value than the trained 
veterinarian, but no inconsiderable part of the art 
is purely mechanical and we are confident that any 
group of judges to do justice and give satisfaction 
should include at least one good practical mechanic. 

Should the present agitation in the trade lead to 
an effort being made to bring about a well-arranged 
scheme for improvement in the art of farriery, it 
will have deserved well of all owners of horses. 
The interest in the subject is wide-spread, and we 
have little doubt that very influential support could 
be obtained for any suggestion likely to yield prac- 
tical results. The Farriers’ Company of London, 
the Royal Agricultural Society of England, and the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons are only the 
bodies most closely interested in a sound system of 
horse-shoeing. There are many other bodies who 
take a direct interest in the matter, and it would be 
a pity if we allowed the opportunity to slip for 
making a well-judged effort towards settling the 
principles and practice most conducive to the wel- 
fare and utility of the horse. 


The letter from our Registrar is welcome indeed. That a 
veterinary Surgeon should be convicted of felony was hu- 
militating news, and it is a relief to know: that the criminal 
is not of our body. 

Editors- -provincial or otherwise—are as a rule intelligent 
men, and usually possess some of the attributes which go 
to make a gentleman, but the Editor of the Hast Anglian 
Daily Times appears to be an exception. Weconclude that 
he is a native of the county and fairly typical of that section 
of the inhabitants who have earned for it the title of ‘ Silly 
Suffolk.” After having allowed a false description of a 
convicted criminal to appear in his organ he has the 
decency (?) to refuse to insert a correction unless paid for 
doing so. After libelling a profession by advertising a felon 
as one of its members he declines to accept a correction 
from our official Registrar, and adds insult to injury by 
classing the correction as an advertisement. Let us hope 
the veterinarians of Ipswich may be better able to force the 
truth upon him than our Registrar has been. 
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ARTICLES AND CASES the lips instead of being swallowed will account for 
, cases of dumb rabies showing a congested state of 
the back of the mouth. In no case have I — 
’ POST TE 3 OF any definite changes in the appearance of the 
—* eemtarunieres egw weed eee ro Hm glands and 1 am inclined to think this lesion 
By Joun Arxrnson, F.R.C.V.S. snnat aah be @ cemmnen ne. 

Foreign bodies in the stomach is in adult dogs a 
very suspicious circumstance, so also is the lodge- 


tensive during the last’ eight years in London, I ment of straws, hairs, etv., In the pharynx. In 
cannot claim to have made a great many post-mortem | Puppies the presence of hair, fibre, bits of wood or 
examinations of the dogs I have seen die. ‘Those I coal, in the stomach is so common as to render it 
have made do not bear out the descriptions given in | quite unreliable. When I find such objects as glass 
our text books, and I have come to the conclusion | or broken pottery I am more ne amerepe Collections 
that the post-mortem diagnosis of the disease must of grass are very common in dogs’ stomachs and I 
be considered very uncertain. set no value on such a find. Rabid dogs often vomit, 
There are three conditions which suggest that the | and then we find nothing to make us suspicious. In 
animal may probably have suffered from rabies but adult dogs, however, | I set more value on the 
no one of them is diagnostic, and even all three may | presence of foreign bodies in the stomach than upon 
exist in puppies which have not been attacked by | @ny other post-mortem condition. : 
this dreadful malady. On the other hand a positive Unless we have some history of the case to guide 
case of rabies may die and show.no lesion or con- | Us I do not think we are justified in giving an 
dition which can suggest disease of any kind. The | Opinion founded only on post-mortem appearances. 
most pronounced case I ever saw was the one upon Of course if we find nothing abnormal, and have a 
which I made my most careful examination, The’ history of foaming at the mouth, y apping and 
stomach was empty, the pharynx was not even con- running wildly around we may be certain the case is 
gested, and the membranes of the brain presented only | not one of rabies. If in conjunction with this the 
appearances which are frequently seen in dead dogs. teeth indicate an age not exceeding seven or eight 

1 do not deny that the three conditions—congestion months we may be still more positive in giving an 
of the membranes of the brain and spinal cord, con- | assurance that the dog was not rabid. Everything 
gestion of the fauces, and collections of foreign | considered I am of opinion that the post-mortem 
substances in the stomach—do frequently exist, but | Signs of rabies are quite unreliable, and that only 
I have seldom found them all in the cases [ have | inoculation from the spinal cord or brain can be 
examined. trusted to, and probably not this if it be resorted to 

Congestion of cerebro-spinal membranes is certainly after decomposition of the suspected body has set in. 
found after death from rabies in dogs, but it is also | When the dog has been killed by violent blows upon 
found in all cases where animals have died from | the skull our chance of forming any opinion upon 
convulsive disorders, or from the effects of poisons the post-mortem appearances is even less reliable 
which cause convulsions. Now these convulsive digs- | thar. usual. 
orders are “just those which are most frequently 
mistaken for rabies, and thus the so-called diagnostic | ————— 
lesion is found in nearly every case of supposed 
rabies. My experience is that in the early stage of THE WINDSOR HORSE-SHOEING 
the disease, and especially when we have a case COMPETITION. 
without any great excitement being shown during 
life, we have little or no congestion of the membranes 
of the brain, It is just these cases in which doubt | On July 20th, a Meeting was held at the Shoeing 
exists, and in which veterinarians are most often Forge, Bruton Mews, W., to sign a protest against 
a —— — & post-mortem examination, so the award of prizes at the recent competition. 

a we should be most careful not to decide by the} The Chairman, afterafew preliminary remarks, said 

— er agra _ - symptom. Very he believed the Meeting consisted chiefly of men 
i Sis poisoned with so age AISI . 

violent phos Pol and then we lean amg ng | = -_ = a a « 7 nd 

Tam now referring to whether rabies existed or ne t. | h 1a lik on . th mm — yee d 

Whether the state of the brain and me brs grind ce phe ne an oS ee See 
eae a ack an a ce a ng ranes be would call out the names of each one entered for the 
necessary that we should alway k ; a A ws Pa rf ems. sess Gave who were present might then 

L tys know if the animal express their views. Fifteen men answered by 
has been poisoned before basing any opini 
i denies eee Y Opmion upon | short speeches. 

Congestion of the pharyngeal region and the bas ‘maa ~~ eee on 
of the tongue is seldom found in the earl a mgr fe. tee fur e+ Many egy apn = 
rabies, and is most common in those eneee of “ “a Se ees — 
rabies”’ in which the paralysed low je ' “4 pose pacino tp _ me eo 
allowed straw and dirt to collect in the b Jk of od ae es ee — 0 ws hee — 
mouth. The mere fact of the mouth cai of the | He considered the first prize shoe inferior to others 
for a few days and all the saliva escapj ining open in make, but he did not see the shoe on the foot 60 

scaping through | could express no opinion on that part of the work. 


Although my experience of rabies has been ex- 
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Mr. Barker had no confidence in the judges 
usually selected for such competitions. At some 
shows merely horsey amateurs were trusted and at 
the best only veterinary surgeons. He held that 
one of the judges should always be a practical man 
who had a real mechanical training. As one of the 
competitors he thought the work done as a whole 
and under the circumstances was not at all bad, but 
he did not think the first prize man did the best 
work. 

Mr. Dosson had been a master in the trade for 
twenty-five years and decidedly thought the first 
prize improperly awarded. 


Mr. Goopman thought that in comparative tests 
all the objects ought to be compared with each other, 
and that at Windsor the horses shod on Thursday 
should have been present on the Friday to help the 
judges in their decision. He also thought that the 
anvils should have been shaded from the glare of 
the sun which greatly retarded some men but was 
not in action when others were at work. ‘The prize 
shoes were “ripped ” in the fullering. 


Mr. GREENBANK said he had two evils to point 
out which interfered with good work. The glare of 
the sun was one and the position of the anvils was 
the other. Whoever placed the anvils with their 
faces slanting towards the fireman knew nothing of 
the trade. He thought it strange that a trial of 
technical skill should be arranged for by men 
ignorant of the work. Some competitors were al- 
lowed to use the file but others were not. The 
prize hind shoe was ‘‘ ripped.” 


Mr. Lawrence said he had taken this competition 
to heart as a reflection on the trade. He entered 
for it much against his will, but having done so 
would not run back. He and his mate got to Wind- 
sor, and the first salutation they got was, “Its no 
use your coming here, Sir H. Simpson’s man will 
get the prize”—this from a perfect stranger. The 
instructions given were “make one shoe and put 
one on; take your time, don’t hurry, time will only 
be considered in eases where other points are very 
close.” The arrangements were not good. The 
forges were all right but the anvils slanted the 
wrong way and the sun was full on their faces. 

_There were no judges present when he nailed on 
his shoe, and he thought they ought to have been. 
Sir H. Simpson was very much in evidence, and his 
man was a competitor; he saw him enter one of the 
official rooms which he thought was very wrong. 
The first and second prize shoes were about as bad 


/not stand fullering. 





as any exhibition work ever displayed and he felt | 
certain that the prize-winner was as much astonished | 
at his success as any of the competitors. Under | 
proper conditions all the work would have been | 
better. 

Mr. OLpRipGE heard remarks as soon as he arrived | 
the Show that Sir H. Simpson’s man would get | 
4s prize. Sir Henry was present and seemed very | 
intiuate with the judges and officials which did not | 
tnspire much confidence in those who had heard | 


co . 
mmon rumours. The outdoor temporary arrange- | 


— Were fair to all but not such as enabled men 
0 do their best work. 


He saw Sir H. Simpson enter | 











the place where the judges were. He did not think 


the first prize was deserved. 


AnoTHER Competitor said he had had a little 
book given to him. He took this as a guide and 
that most likely was done by others. If the judges 
decided independently of that book many men who 
followed, or tried to follow it, were to be pitied. 
There were many things in that book that no prac- 
tical man would think of doing, but trying to do so 
might spoil his work. 

Mr. Tasker always thought a competition was 
for the purpose of improving and exalting a trade. 
At Windsor the effect must have been just the op- 
posite. No man could feel that the prize work there 
was good and satisfactory, or that it was as good as 
some others there. The horses supplied on Friday 
were not as good footed as those sent on ‘lhursday. 
The last day the judges seemed tired and bored, and 
did not notice men at their work; their decisions 
were simply inexplicable. Men ought to be allowed 
to place their own anvils and everything favourable 
for good work should be arranged. 


ANOTHER CompPETITOR said, in fairness to his 
brother tradesmen he must confess he did not think 
the prize shoe at all good work. ‘The fitted shoe 
was too “close” and the clips were badly placed. 
The horse’s feet were not all the same, some were 
very bad and gave much difficulty to the men who 
had the misfortune to get them; whilst others were 
good feet, especially those on Thursday, and helped 
a man much. 

Mr. Tripp had never been at a competition before, 
but thought the prize work bad. 

Mr. WuirteE read the book and worked to the in- 
structions, which perhaps did not get him much 
credit with the judges. He had a difficulty in 
getting the iron hot, and was cramped for room at 
the forge where he worked. The sun too caused 
him great inconvenience. The foot he shod was a 
bad one—overgrown, and not in proportion, yet he 
had to work to orders, which were “ not to cut and 
rasp.” When at breakfast at Windsor he was told 
Sir Henry Simpson’s man would have the first prize, 
and his son was told by the prize-winner himself 
that he “had been training for it and been well 
coached.” The prize shoes were bad and he felt 
certain could not long remain on if the horse went 
to work. The iron was of bad quality and would 
The arrangements were not 
good, and judges, foreman and clerks gave orders. 
Some man told him “as little filing as possible will 
suit best,” which was not very definite. Sir H. 
Simpson rode into the ring more than once, and on 
Friday walked into a room, being called to, when 
on the step, by the competitors to “come out of 
that.” 

Anotuer Competitor said he had heard that the 
horse shod by the prize winner was one known to 
him. He did not consider the competition just, and 
was sure it would give no credit either to the com- 
petitors or the trade. ; 

Other speakers adopted very similar tales, and all 
seemed to be unanimous that the work done might 
have been much better. 
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The following protest was agreed to :— 


To the Stewards of the Horse-Shoeing Competition. 
(Harness Horses.) wow ° ag 


We. the undersigned competitors in the Horse- 
Shoeing Competition, held at the Royal Agricultural 
Show at Windsor on the 27th and 28th of June, 
1889, beg to enter a protest against your decision 
and award of prizes. 

Ist.—-Because the shoes which obtained the two first 
prizes were of far inferior workmanship to 
many which, in the opinion of numerous com- 
petent workmen who were present, should have 
been placed before them. 

Because Sir Henry Simpson was allowed 
access to the Stewards’ Room during the Exam- 
ination of some of the Competitors, No. 138 
being amongst them. 


IO onc iccs cen creees 





VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


An ordinary General Meeting of the above 
society was held at the First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, 
on July 4th, L889, in the unavoidable absence of the 
President, the senior Vice-President, Mr. Frank 
Wragg occupied the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were con- 
firmed, and correspondence was read from Messrs, 
S. Harrison, Henry Edgar, and Hy. Withers; also 
a letter from Mr. Hall Brown, Junr., tendering his 
resignation on account of his being unable to attend 
the meetings. On the motion of Mr. Hurndall, 
seconded by Professor Pritchard, the resignation 
was accepted with regret. 

The Chairman then called on the Honorary Secre- 
tary to read the Report of the Special Committee on 
the Education and Examination of Veterinary Students. 
he Resolutions adopted by the Committee were as 
follows : 

A “That the Matriculation Examination should 
be of a uniform standard for all schools and of a 
more stringent character than at present.” 

o> «MD, Sane 8 age ° 
a a a separate table be established in Ma- 

erla Medica and Therapeutics at the Final Examina 
tion,” : 

3. “That Hygiene be i i 
at Hygie » included as a specia - 
ject for examination.” _— 

4. “That the existing «A ” i 

lh: xisting “A” examinati 
merged into that of “ B,” = 
5+. “That a written examinati 
? ation 
Pr fe be added to the 
6 “That if a written examinati 
: ‘ ‘n examination be adopted t 
questions asked be subsequently published se - 
ag a having beeu received: 
'. NAYMOND expressed hi “el : 
Pi — ee his regret at being unable 
pt Mr, Hunting’s scheme of two examinations 





only instead of three, his chief reason being that he 
considered it unfair to expect a student to have at 
his finger ends for the momentous forty minutes of 
the examination such a mass of information as is 
represented by Anatomy, Chemistry, Physiology, 
Botany, and Hygiene, and he asserted most strongly 
that if the examination was at all searching it is too 
much to expect of any student. Rightly or wrongly 
it is said on all hands that students are now below 
par and that a very low percentage of correct 
answers will procure a pass—if this be true how 
can one expect to improve the state of affairs by 
concentration. If the average student is weak when 
examined on two or three subjects, how is he to be 
stronger if tackled on five or six, even with a little 
more time? He pointed out that the extra time 
given “cuts hoth ways” for it is possible to forget 
a good deal during a six months’ run in the country. 
He would put himself in the position of a student 
and as such, he would much prefer the three exams. 
to the two. 

A large section of Mr. Hunting’s supporters were 


| entertaining a well-founded fear that the profession 


is overcrowded, and welcomed any scheme which 
would be likely to exercise a check. As Mr. Hunt- 
ing says, “ we have no special desire for the influx 
of new recruits.” Now we have a perfect right to 
prevent overcrowding if we do so by fair means, but 
the profession should not forget that it owes a duty 
to the public and to young men who enter as stu- 
dents, and neither are likely to submit to our check- 
ing the supply of veterinary surgeons by sharp 
practice. But a great many of Mr. Hunting’s sup- 
porters go even farther, and demand that the exams. 
should also be made more stringent—so it comes to 
this—The student who is said to be hardly able to 
blunder through two subjects when leniently treated 
is to be allowed a periodical run at grass in order 
that he may get out of gear and forget as much as 
possible of what he has learnt, he is then to be taken 
up and examined on five or six instead of two or 
three subjects, and the exam. is to be made much 
more stringent. If the Council should adopt this 
idea he was afraid the students and the public would 
treat us to clamour of the Edinburgh sort, and the 
Examiners would have to eat dirt, or in other words 
the standard would be quickly lowered and the ob- 
ject of the profession defeated. There is a good 
deal of talk about cramming, but really there is no 
examination passed without cramming, unless it be 
when a horse is examined for soundness. 

The problems the profession desire to have solved 
are—How is the efficiency of the student to be in- 
creased? How is overcrowding to be prevented? 
He feared the question of overcrowding was far 
more difficult to answer than the other. He con- 
sidered the time was rapidly approaching when the 
tinkering system will have to be dropped, and the 
question of proficiency boldly faced. The fact is 
that our profession has made such rapid strides that 
it is gaining popularity amongst a more numerous 
and higher social class. The most casual observer 
could see this if he would only visit Camden Town. 
Many members of this class were not so accustome 
to animals as they ought to be, and they therefore 
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experienced more difficulty at starting in practice. 
On the other hand they are better provided with 
means to go through a lengthy curriculum. 

The suggestions which he would offer were based 
on the above and were—Raise the entrance fee to 
the schools (the Melbourne College Fee is £105). 
It is all very well to talk of the poor man, but those 
who desire the profession to rise must endeavour to 
get hold of the best material to work on, and where 
it is a question of rising socially the man with some 
means will have the better chance. In fact the in- 
creased demands of the public require higher pro- 
ficiency and therefore longer study, and longer 
study entails more expense—raising the school fees 
will thus tend to procure a better class of man. 

Secondly, make the preliminary examination more 
stringent. When he (Mr. Raymond) entered, and 
probably the same obtained now, it was a mere farce 
—some of the more advanced of the professors are 
in favour of this measure, and recently Professor 
M’Fadyean pointed out that the Council should have 
remedied this before. 

Thirdly, make the curriculum longer—say four 
years—as in France and elsewhere. 

Fourthly, make the practical examination very 
stringent, and include equitation up to riding a quiet 
horse over a hurdle. 


These measures should come into force say five or 


seven years hence, so that no one may suffer by the 
innovation. 

Mr. Raymond continuing, said, it seemed to 
him that all these items were perfectly fair, and 
if adopted would help to prevent overcrowding 
and at the same time raise the standard of the pro- 
fession to a higher level. 

The fourth Resolution which he objected to was 
really a plausible dodge to make things more diffi- 
cult at the examination tables, and thus to check the 
flow of men into the profession-—-He was convinced 
that we should have to come to the measures he had 
suggested sooner or later. and the sooner our minds 
were made up the better for all concerned. 

In conclusion, Mr. Raymond proposed “that the 
fourth Resolution of the Committee’s Report be 
referred back to the Committee for revision.” In 
reply to the Chairman Mr. Raymond said he ap- 
proved of all the resolutions of the Committee 
except the fourth ; he wished to emphasise this, as 
somehow it had been reported in the professional 
journals that he was adverse to the adoption of 
Written examinations. whereas he personally thought 
such an innovation would be most beneficial. 

Mr. Wricur seconded Mr. Raymond’s proposition, 
fully agreeing with the remarks that gentleman had 
made, except that instead of an examination in 
equtation he would have one in practical dispens- 
ing, 

Professor Prircnarp considered that instead of 
submitting the Report to the Royal College of Ve- 
terinary Surgeons it should be presented to the 
I rincipals of the Schools, as it had solely to do with 
the education of the students. 

Mr. Rowe anticipated that if it were sent to the 
Royal Veterinary College it would be simply laid 
on one side, and he felt that it had been altogether 








a waste of time by the Committee, and he was not 
sorry that he had not personally taken a more active 
part on the Committee. 


Mr. Hurnpatt said the Committee had some 
little confidence that their report would be cour- 
teously received; but he considered it should be 
presented to the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. If the Council which was the 
head of the profession gave an opinion on the sub- 
jects the schools would follow in its wake. He was 
certainly not disposed to allow Mr. Raymond’s 
motion to pass unchallenged, and to save time he 
proposed as an amendment “that the Report be 
adopted as it stands.” 


Mr. Row was more inclined to support the Re- 
port as read than to support Mr. Raymond’s views, 
to double the fees was to rob the parents of the 
students, but he could not cordially second the adop- 
tion of the Report because he objected to its first 
clause, he considered the standard of education at 
present demanded from young men entering on their 
professional studies quite sufficient, and he would 
move as a further amendment “that clause one of 
the report be expunged.” 


Mr. Hurnpatu considered the first clause of quite 
as much importance as any other and he could not 
personally accept Mr. Rowe’s amendment, for he 
wanted to see men entering the Colleges who had 
made good use of their time at school; such men 
were well prepared to take in the subjects they 
would have to study, and would also be able to 
take a more prominent position in society. 

Mr. Wricut asked Mr, Hurndall if he wished the 
Matriculation Examination to be on a par with that 
of the Medical schools. Mr. Hurndall replied that 
it was very desirable that they should be more 
alike than at present. 

Mr. Rogers cordially seconded Mr. Hurndall’s 
resolution that the Report be adopted as it stvod. 

Mr. Rower’s amendment was not seconded. and 
the original amendment on being put to the Meeting 
was carried. 

Mr. Hurnpatt considered that thé Report should 
be preceded by a summary of the course the Society 
had adopted from the commencement of the con- 
sideration of the matter. Mr. Raymond suggested 
it should be referred back to the Committee to con- 
sider what should be done with the Report. Pro- 
fessor Pritchard again expressed his opinion that 
it should be sent to the Principals of the schools. 
The Honorary Secretary thought there would be a 
difficulty in getting another Committee Meeting as 
was suggested, for its members had already given a 
great deal of time, and had thoroughly considered 
its Report—and he begged to move “that the 
Resolutions as suggested by the Committee and ap- 
proved at that Meeting be presented to the President 
and Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons.” Mr. Wragg said that was no doubt the in- 
tention of the Society when it appointed the Com- 
mittee, and of the Committee when it considered the 
subject. 

Mr. Hurnpatt seconded the Secretary’s prupo- 
sition, which was carried. 
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The Cuatkman suggested the Report should take 
the form of a Memorial, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Raymonp thought the whole of the supporters 
of the Resolutions should form a deputation to pre- 
sent the Report, but subsequently proposed “ that 
the mover and seconder of the Resolution together 
with the President of the Society should draw up 
the Memorial and present it to the Council.” Mr. 
Oatway seconded and it was so agreed. 

A vote of thanks was accorded the Chairman. 

Srpnrey Vitiar, Hon. See. 


LINCOLNSHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION, 


The next meeting of this Association will be held 
at the ‘Red Lion” Hotel, Boston, on Thursday, 
August 15th, at 12.30 p.m., when T. Greaves, Esq., 
F.R.C.V.S., Manchester, will read a paper on 
‘“ TLameness in Horses.” Chair to be taken by the 
President, B. Freer, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

IF. L. Goocu, Hon. See. 





EASTERN COUNTIES’ VETERINARY 
MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


The members of the Eastern Counties’ Veterinary 
Medical Society held their half-yearly meeting at 
the Red Lion Hotel, Cambridge, on Thursday, 
February 18th. The President, E. Kitchin, Esq., 
in the Chair, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read; letters of apology were received from 
several members of the profession regretting their 
inability to be present, including Prof. Walley 
Prof. Axe, Thos. Greaves, &e., &e. 

Mr. W. Sutpiey drew the attention of the mem- 
bers present to advertisements which have lately 
appeared in the public press from some members of 
this Association, in one instance leaflets of specialities 
prepared by a Veterinary Surgeon were freely dis- 
tributed over the ground at a Show recently held at 
Swaffham, Norfolk, besides occupying a page in the 
catalogue book of the show. ¥ 


| The following is a 
portion of the advertisement :—- 


POLLOCK’S SPECIALITIES, 


The undermentioned specialities have heen 
used with the greatest swecess for many years 
by Mr. Pollock and can be strongly A * 
mended as safe and effectual. ; 


» ‘Kk’ Vay “7 ‘ 
Poutock’s Fever Drinks 12/- per doz. 
Colic 


12/- & 15/- per doz. 
Cattle 


. Condition Cleansing Drinks 
Sd. each (in quantities of 3 doz.) 


White Embrocation 1/6 & 2/- per bot 


and so on for ten or a dozen other mixtures 





In the other instance the following short notice 
was inserted in the local press :— 


TO FARMERS AND OTHERS. 


Medicines for all diseases affecting Horses, Cattle, 
Sheep or Swine, Six Drinks 6/6, 13 for 12/6, Post 
free on receipt of Postal Order. 


No farmer should be without them. A trial solicited. 


Prepared by H. NEWSON, M.R.C.V.S., 
Beccles, Suffolk. 


Mr. Shipley spoke very strongly on this subject, 
he thought it most degrading to us as Veterinary 
Surgeons thus to be compelled to bring ourselves 
before the notice of the public. It wasnot simply that 
the prices quoted in both instances were such as to 
compete keenly with any chemist or druggist, but 
it was the principle of the act he was attacking, 
liad the prices charged been double what they are 
he should have taken precisely the same steps he 
was taking now. One of the objects of this Society 
is “to elevate the status of the profession,” and he 
was surprised and disgusted that two veterinary 
surgeons belonging to a society with such an object 
in view should, by their conduct and action in this 
matter, have tried to lower veterinary surgeons down 
to simply travelling «apothecaries, he considered 
their action simply monstrous and said in conclu- 
sion he hoped the day was not far distant when we 
should be able to deal with such unscrupulous viola- 
tors of professional etiquette in the same way in 
which the medical profession does, viz., strike them 
off the roll of members. 

Mr. Krrcurn mentioned that he had written to 
both these members a few days before, saying that 
most probably this subject would be brought before 
the meeting and he would like them to be present. 

Messrs. Auger, Howard, Henry, Dalby, and others 
spoke in terms condemnatvry of this glaring breach 
of professional etiquette. 

Professor Witutams deeply regretted that the 
Council was not in a position to deal with such cases 
as they richly deserved, but under the, existing law 
you could not strike a member off the rolls except 
for felony ; he thought the Society ought to ask them 
to give over this form of malpractice or send in 
their resignations as members of this Society. 

What else could we expect when the Royal Agri- 
cultural ‘Society under the direction of their ve- 
terinary adviser, Professor Brown made veterinary 
surgeons in the country into simply vendors of 
medicines to farmers, but that the smaller lights of 
_ profession should follow the example set before 
them. 

He thought that English veterinary surgeons 
would do well to follow the example of most Scot- 
tisb members—make a lump charge for your advice 
and attendance. 

The discussion having been continued for some 
length, Mr. Howard proposed and Mr. Dalby 
seconded that “The Secretary be requested to write 
to these members and inform them of the opinion of 
the meeting, and request them either to refrain from 
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this unprofessional and degrading practice of adver- 
tising, or to send in their resignations as members 
of this Association.” 

Mr. Kitchin proposed and Mr. Auger seconded 
that the date of our next meeting be altered from 
beginning of February to beginning of April, so as 
to place us in a better position to discuss the, ques- 
tion of election of Councilmen. 

Mr. Kitchin proposed and Mr. Shipley seconded 
that Prof. Williams be elected an Hon. Associate of 
this Society. 
| NEW MEMBERS. 

Mr. Drake of Gresham, Mr. E. Margason of Stoke 
Ferry, Mr. Goldsmith of Shipdam, Mr. Jas. Thurston 
of Fressingfield, were elected members of this 
Association. 


The Prestpent next called upon Prof. Williams, 
who gave a practical address on 


Some Diseases oF THE Digestive ORGANS OF 
CATTLE. 

Commencing with Choking, the Professor re- 
marked that he thought we were often in too great 
a hurry to remove the obstruction by force. Fre- 
quently as a result of this over-hastiness in the use 
of probang we left our patient in a condition worse 
than the first, by injuring, if not completely ruptur- 
ing, the cesophagus ; especially is this the case in 
horses choked with bran or chaff, the more you push 
the probang the harder becomes the accumulated 
mass. The treatment the Professor advised in all 
cases where you could not reach the obstruction 
with the hand, or could not move with probang 
without using a great amount of force, was to give 
three-quarters to one ounce of chloroform, this fre- 
quently had the effect of relaxing the spasm, when 
the foreign body would pass on. If danger of snf- 
focation was present from excessive tympany intro- 
duce trocar and canula. 

In case of the horse the plan he adopted was at 
frequent intervals to pour a small quantity of water 
down the throat, this had the effect of bringing on a 
violent fit of coughing during which portions of the 
mass would be brought away. If for any reason he 
could not get the horse to swallow he poured the 
water down the nostrils. 

, Impaction of rumen. In ordinary cases the Zol- 
ag drench will be found quite sufficient: Mag. 
Sulph., 1 1b., Aloes, 1 oz., Croton Beans, 12 to 15 
and a stomachiec of some sort. 
In obstinate cases, especially if you find the rumen 
a partly paralysed condition, rumenotomy was 
strongly advised in preference to repeating cathartic 
medicine, The operation is simple, very effectual, 
and not in the least attended with danger to life if 
ordinary care is used. 
. Tympahitis, The Professor recommended carbolic 
acid and soda hyposulphite, both were very useful 
‘gents, especially carbolic acid, this he gave in half 
ounce doses mixed with water, and repeat in two or 
three hours if necessary. . 
oll — in cattle he always looked upon as a very 

He 8 = mptom, had not often met with it. 
an ‘r Balls.—Professor Witutams thought we 

© very liable to over estimate their. importance, 


in 





Personally, at one time, he considered them de- 
cidedly injurious, but lately had cause to change 
his mind, for he had seen large numbers removed 
from Brazilian cattle, some as large as an associa- 
tion football, and yet the animals never suffered the 
slightest inconvenience. 

Recticulum.—The reason we never find calculi in 
the bowels of cattle is because of the peculiar action . 
of the recticulum, it acts as a sifter rendering it im- 
possible for nuclei to pass into third stomach, and so 
farther on. 

This peculiar action of the Reticulum also ac- 
counts for the fact that in the majority of cases of 
Traumatic-Pericarditis the foreign agent passed from 
Reticulum to heart, and not from the Rumen. Many 
cases of indigestion and hoven were due to foreign 
agent in stomach, and he considered that we should 
meet with far greater success in the treatment of 
these cases if we did a little less with over drastic 
purges and depended more on a surgical operation, 
and removing the foreign body manually; especially 
was this course of treatment advised in cases of 
poisoning by yew—if it could be done prior to poison 
having entered the system. Carb. Ammonia he had 
found very useful in cases of indigestion of cattle, 
generally mixed it with Nux Vomica and Ginger, 
and gave in form of ball in preference to a drench. 

Fardel Bound he did not consider due, as is usually 
supposed, to an impaction of Omasum with hard dry 
food, he looked upon it rather as a form of Gastro- 
Enteritis. Invariably all the stomachs and a portion 
of the bowels were inflamed. 

Since taking this view of the disease he had given 
over the use of drastic purgatives, and gave sedatives 
such as Belladonna and Morphia combined with 
Carb. Sodw or Magnesia, and had met with far 
greater success ; invariably as the inflammation sub- 
sided, the action of the bowels returned naturally. 

A lengthy and interesting discussion followed, in 
which Messrs. Shipley, Drake, Dalby, Auger, Howard, 
and the President took part. 

Professor Witurams having replied to several 
questions, the meeting terminated with a unanimous 
and cordial vote of thanks to Professor Williams for 
honoring the Society with his presence and giving 
such an able and valuable address, and to the Presi- 
dent for so ably presiding over the meeting. 

R. S. Barcuam, Hon. Sec. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended July 13th, 1889. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—In Great Britain 19 fresh out- 
breaks of this disease were reported during the week, 
7 of these were in England, in the counties of Essex, 
Lancaster, Middlesex, Northampton and Surrey; 
the 12 in Scotland occurred in the counties of Edin- 
burgh, Fife, Forfar, Kincardine, Lanark and Perth. 
The total number of cattle attacked during the week 
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was 59, of which 21 were in England and 38 in 
Scotland. The number of healthy cattle slaughtered 
because they had been exposed to infection was 349, 
of these 194 were in England and 155 in Scotland. 
In Ireland 3 fresh outbreaks were reported, | in 
North Dublin, 1 in South Dublin, and 1 in the 
Dunshaughlin Union, County Meath. Of the 3 
cattle attacked 2 were killed and 1 died. 

Anthrax.—No fresh cases of this disease were re- 
ported in either Great Britain or Ireland during the 
week. 

Swine Fever.—In England 107 fresh outbreaks of 
this disease were reported and 626 pigs were at- 
tacked. No fresh outbreaks were reported in either 
Wales or Scotland, but 2 pigs on previously infected 
premises in Wales were attacked, ‘There were 259 
diseased pigs in Great Britain killed during the 
week, 228 died, 57 recovered, and 496 remained 
alive when the return was made up. In Ireland 7 
fresh outbreaks of swine-fever were reported and 10 
swine were attacked by it. 

Glanders and Farcy.—-Yhere were 16 fresh out- 
breaks of glanders reported, 15 in London 1 in Bed- 
fordshire. Of 27 horses attacked 23 were in London, 
1 in Bedfordshire,and 3 in Lanarkshire. In England 25 
fresh outbreaks of farcy were reported, 28 in Lon- 
don, 1 in Essex, and 1 in Middlesex ; 25 horses 
were attacked, 26 in London, 1 in Essex, and 1 in 
Middlesex. No fresh cases of either glanders or 
farcy were reported in Ireland during the week. 

Rabies.—In England 11 cases of rabies in dogs 
were reported; 6 in Herts, 2 in Lancaster, 2 in 
London, and | in Warwick. In Ireland 9 cases of 

rabies were reported, 6 in dogs and 8 in cattle. 


EXTRACTS. 


DOCKING KOATS., 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals made on Saturday last what was a_ first 
attempt in Mast Yorkshire to prove that the docking 
of foals is an illegal act. In the opinion of the 
local magistrates the society failed, and its ofticers 
were mulct in costs for the defendants. The prac- 
tice of docking the tails of foals prevails very ex- 
tensively in east and north Yorkshire, and is now 
usually performed, when the colts are about seven or 
ten days old, by the farmers and horse breeders 
themselves. The fact that the society was interfer- 
ing with what has been thought a necessary practice, 
caused considerable interest and -excitement in the 
district. The case was heard at Buekrose Sessions 
at Norton (Malton), before Mr. Edward Clough- 
Taylor (in the chair), Mr. Wm. Preston, Mr. Digby 
Cayley, and Capt. Willoughby. The defend. 
ants were John Campion, farmer, and John and 
Thomas Cundall (father and son), who are also 
farmers. 

Mr. Appleyard opened the case as being one of 
* gross and unwarrantable cruelty,” which he should 
endeavour to prove on the evidence of Inspector 


| for the kick. 


selves. It appeared that, on the day in question, 
Campion was down at Cundall’s farm, and that, at 
the request of defendants, he docked the tail of one 
of their foals, doing it, as the agent of the S.P.C.A. 
contended, in an improper manner. Young Cundall 
held the foal whilst Campion took a penknife and 
cut off the tail end, leaving only 5-in. of the tail. 
The inspector at Scarborough heard of the case, and, 
with a police constable, went to the Cundall’s farm 
and saw the foal nearly a week afterwards. The 
animal was then ill, and on the inspector pressing 
the animal’s tail matter exuded from it, and it looked 
as if another joint was about to drop off. It had 
been so docked that the joint was not separated, but 
the knife had gone through the cartilage. The 
Cundalls admitted that they had afterwards called 
in a veterinary named Richard Tinsley. 

The defendants admitted the offence, said that 
they did not know they were doing wrong, thinking 
the act to be a benefit to the animal. Mr, Campion 
said they cut off the tail end, and then tied it up 
with a * fuzz ball” —i.e., with a piece of fungus 
round it. Mr, Appleyard contended that, in the 
first place docking was an illegal operation, for in- 
stances could be given in which convictions had 
been obtained from stipendary and _ provincial 
magistrates: and he begged further to call the at- 
tention of the bench to the remarks made by Justice 
Hawkins with regard to the docking of horses in 
the course of the well-known appeal case for the dis- 
horning of cattle. Mr. Appleyard contended that, 
though the operation might be customary, yet it 
could not be justified ; and therefore was illegal. In 
this case, however, he had further to contend that 
the operaticn was performed in a grossly cruel man- 
ner. They had the admissions of the defendants 
that the tail was cut off with a penknife across the 
cartilage. which was altogether improper; and he 
asked the bench to convict the defendants of the 
cruelty the society charged against them. 

Mr. Pearson addressed the court, animadverting 
strongly upon the loose manner in which the society 
had brought forward what was a really important 
test case in that district. The thing his clients were 
charged with having done was done every day 
by scores of farmers, and even Mr. Tinsley himself 
did it regularly in the course of his practice. He 
contended that his clients had performed the opera- 
tion carefully and skilfully, that the operation had 
not been done with a penknife, as had been sug- 
gested, but with a proper knife, and executed in a 
proper manner. Mr ‘Tiasley was certainly sub- 
sequently called in to see the foal; but this was not 
done, because of any results from the docking. ‘The 
foal had been kicked by a mare severely when in 
the field, and ‘Tinsley was then called in to treat it 
He then saw that it had been docked, 
and this prosecution followed. As to the legality of 
the practice, he said that it was, of course, open for 
anyone to bring a case where the practice had been 
successfully assailed in the higher courts. But he 
maintained that if there had been convictions ob- 
tained before provincial magistrates, it had been 
because of certain special circumstances in the cases. 





Kennedy and the admission of defendants them- 


He then called Jonathan Ringrose, of Waver- 
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thorpe, M.R.C.V.S., London and Edinburgh, who 
said he had had thirty years’ experience. Had seen 
the foal in question some days after the operation, 
and that the operation had been performed as well 
as he could have done it himself. The operation 
was performed for various reasons—some did it to 
prevent the horse from getting his tail over the 
reins. That was a too fruitful cause of accidents. 
He had been thrice thrown out of traps through that. 
It was now usually done a week or a fortnight after 
birth. The farmers generally did it themselves. 
He believed that the pain suffered would only be 
momentary. The defendants had pursued a proper 
course of treatment. Sometimes there was a little 
sloughing after the operation. He thought the 
practice of benefit to the colt’s future. ‘To the bench 
witness said that there was less cruelty in docking 
foals than in docking horses, and, in the latter case, 
it was always better performed by a veterinary, 
owing to the older growth and the existence of more 
cartilaginous matter. He had in his day docked 
hundreds of foals. If the colt’s tail had been tied 
up really tight it would have been cruel. 

Mr, Pearson was about to call other evidence—as 
to the custom of the country—when the bench in- 
timated that they had heard enough ; and retired to 
consider their decision.—The Chairman, on their 
return to court said that, in a case of that sort, 
which they looked upon as a most important one, 
he thought it necessary for a bench of magistrates to 
give their reasons for the decisions to which they 
came. In the first place, he would say that the 
bench had decided to dismiss the case. They con- 
sidered there had not been any evidence brought 
before them to show that the operation of docking 
the foal’s tail was unskilfully or recklessly per- 
formed, which was the very point at issue on which 
the whole case hinged. They, therefore, thought it 
would be unjust in them to convict the three de- 
fendants. Something had been said about anony- 
mous letters ; but he could not conceive that a society 
which was doing so much good as the Royal Society 
would adopt such unworthy proceedings. He be- 
lieved the prosecution to be a bond fide one; and if 
the society did not take up cases, a great deal of 
cruelty might and would exist. The Bench thought, 
however, that in this instance the society might 
have shown more attention and pains in ascertain- 
ing if the case was one for a prosecution. They had 
not taken those pains; and they were not justified 
in issuing Summonses against “ those three respect- 
able gentlemen.” It was not in their minds to 
injure “ this unfortunate foal.” If it had died of 
lockjaw it would have been to their loss; and they 
— simply done what the farmers of the district had 

een doing for many, many years past. The case 
would therefore be dismissed. 
— a at once applied for his clients’ costs. 
for “whe dan a Oe slightest justification shown 
oh a = em there. In cases where the society 
bo granted their costs : and he thought 

ney ought not to get it into their heads that it was 
shee a case of “Heads, I win; tails, you lose.” 
+g aa allowed costs—1 guinea for the solicitor’s 

, guinea for the veterinary surgeon. 
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[The unsuccessful prosecution for Docking of which 
we give a short account above is taken from Te 
Field. Probably the magistrates were right in their cie- 
cision considering the evidence brought before them, but it 
seems hardly consistent with the principles laid down by 
the Lord Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Hawkins only a few 
weeks since. Putting aside the details of evidence in this 
Yorkshire case, it will be noticed that the reason for the 
judgment of the Bench was essentially that the operation 
was justified by custom, and requirements of the horse trade. 
Any arguments based upon the good to the animal or the 
increased security to the owner when this foal arrived at a 
workable age are so remote as to merit no consideration. 
If all foals are to be docked, many horses will be rendered 
useless for their proper sphere and others will be deterior- 
ated in value. There may be some excuse for spaying 
young pigs, there is sound argument for castration, but we. 
cannot recognise any excuse for docking foals irrespective 
of their manners, shape, and probable future employment. 
That the tail of a foal is more easily chopped off than the 
tail of a mature horse is quite true; but surely even a sim- 
ple operation should show some reason for its performance 
a little more logical than that in the indefinite future cir- 
cumstances may possibly arise in which the pain inflicted 
becomes justified.—Ep. } 








Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting ,of the Council was held July 
10th, 1889. Professor J. Wortley Axe, President, 
in the chair. Present :—Professors G. T. Brown, 
W. Duguid, W. Pritchard; General Sir Frederick 
Fitzwygram; Dr. George Fleming; Messrs. J. 
Roalfe Cox, W. Mulvey, H. R. Perrins, F. W. Wragg, 
W. Wilson; Mr. George Thatcher (solicitor), and 
the Secretary. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

The Secretary stated that he had received letters 
from Professor Walley, Messrs. Briggs, Kidd, and 
Woods, regretting their inability to attend the meet- 
ing. 

On the motion of Professor PrircHarp, seconded 
by Mr. Witsoy, the minutes of the previous meeting 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

The PresipEnt said that the meeting had been 
called to confirm the under-mentioned alteration of 
Regulation 7 for the Professional Examinations pro- 
posed by Professor Brown, and carried at a special 
meeting of the Council held on the Ist July, 1889 :— 
“Tn line 5 leave out the words ‘ be allowed to.’ In 
line 6 leave out all the words after ‘ practical,’ and 
all the other lines of the paragraph to the end, and 
add ‘He may present himself at any succeeding 
Practical Examination which may be held during 
a period of three years from the time of his re- 
jection.’” He begged to propose that the resolu- 
tion as passed at the last meeting be confirmed. 

Mr. Wraae seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

General Sir Freperick Firzwycram said that 
there was one point he should like to bring before 
the meeting. A great deal of confusion seemed to 
arise from one examination being called the “ Oral,” 
and the other being called the “ Practical.” Both ex- 
aminations were oral, and he thought it would be ad- 
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vantageous to change the name of the first examina- 
tion, namely, the Oral, to “ the Theoretical Examina- 
tion,” and the other the “ Practical.” It was true 
that the gentlemen sitting round the table under- 
stood that the Oral Examination meant the Theo- 
retical, and the Practical meant what it expressed, 
and he did not think the term “Oral” Examina- 
tion conveyed a clear idea, and the change in that 
name therefore would be advantageous. 

The Present suggested that perhaps Ceneral 
Sir Frederick Fitzwygram would bring the matter 
forward at a future meeting. 

General Sir Freperrok Firzwycram said he 
simply wished to throw out a suggestion in order 
that it might be taken into consideration, and he 
would hand in a notice of motion at the next quarter- 
ly meeting. 

‘The proceedings then terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the President. 


Obituary. 


The death of the following members of the pro- 
fession has been announced. 


Plumbly, Fredk. W., North Walsingham, April 1870 
Jordan, Thos. Wells, Tenterden, Kent, 1873 
1872 


Philp, George, St. Andrew’s, Fife, . 
~P 1 pias ( ( ised 


Jan. 


NOT A VETERINARY SURGEON, 


The Registrar of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons sends us a copy of a letter which he for- 
warded to the Editor of a newspaper, in which the 
report of a conviction of A Veterinary Surgeon ” 
appeared, The Editor replied by asking for 10/6 

treating the letter as an advertisement. 


Rovan Cotieae or VereriInary SuRGEONS. 
10 Rep Lion Squarn. W.C. 
20th July. USS, 


Not a Veterinary Surgeon. 
Sir, 

In your report of July 18th of eonvietion for 
burglary, in a case heard at the Shire Tall, Bury 
St. Kdmunds, you have incorrectly described Alfred 
G. Colman as a veterinary surgeon. The name does 

‘ ih e } .7 ; ye Pao e ¥ y ; 
not appear in the official Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons, kept by me in aceordance with the 
provisions of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 188] 
and T shall be obliged if you will make the necessary 
correction, 1] am, Sir, . 
Your obedient servant. 

Arriur W. Hit. 
lhe Editor, . Secretary and Registrar. 
Kust Anglian Daily 

Ipswich, 


Times, 





NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCTATION. 


The annual meeting of the Association was held 
on Wednesday and Thursday at the rooms of the 
Royal Society of Arts, London. The President, 
Professor Pritchard, in the Chair. The business of 
the meeting included an address by the President 
which took the form of a short historical retrospect 
of the profession, indicating its remarkable progress 
during the short time it has been a Corporate Body. 

On the first day an address was delivered by 
Professor Crookshank on ‘ Cow-pox,” and a dis- 
cussion took place at which the chief speakers were 
Professor Axe. Professor Williams, and Ur. Fleming. 
In the afternoon Mr. Macgillivray’s paper on 
“ Diseases of the Urinary and Generative Organs ” 
was considered; Mr. Harry Olver opening the dis- 
cussion, 

On the second day Professor Edgar’s paper on 
“Some Contagious Skin Diseases of the Horse” was 
discussed, Professor Walley leading off. In the 
afternoon Mr. Hunting’s paper on ‘“ Mechanical 
Aids to Diagnosis” occupied attention ; Mr. Sheather 
opened the discussion, 

The attendance was not so large as at some recent 
meetings of the Association, and the Metropolitan 
members were conspicuous by their want of interest 
in the proceedings. 

On Wednesday evening the members dined to- 
gether at the Café Royal. About forty sat down 
under the presidency of Professor Pritchard, who 
had on his right and left the following visitors :— 
Mr. Krnest Clark, Dr. Yeo, Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Shirley 
Murphy and Mr, A, J. Hill. After the usual loyal 
and patriotic toasts bad been honored Professor 
Kdgar proposed “'The Medical Profession,” to which 
Dr. Buchanan, of the Local Government Board, 
replied. Dr. Yeo—a member of our examining 
board— proposed “'l’he Veterinary Profession,” and 
Professor Axe replied. ‘The toast of *‘ The Visitors” 
was given by Professor Williams who coupled with 
it the names of Mr, Ernest Clarke, Secretary of the 
Royal Agricultural Society, and Dr. Shirley Murphy, 
the Medical Officer of the London County Council. 
Other toasts were “The National Veterinary Associa- 
tion” coupled with the name of Professor Pritchard; 
“'The Provisional Committee and Officers” coupled 
with the names of Messrs. Wragg, Banham and 
Villar; +The Ladies” proposed by Mr. Raymond 
and gallantly responded to by Mr. Lepper. Vocal 
and instrumental music assisted to make an enjoy- 
able evening, and the absentees may well regret 
having missed a function which gave general satis- 
faction. 

We hope next week to commence the publication 
of a full report of the meeting. 





NOTES AND NEWS. 





Pharmaceutical. 


The following are a few gems which the National 
Druggist selects from replies to the questions of the 

















July 27, 1889.) 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





47 





Alabama Board of Pharmacy in a recent examination 
of candidates for the pharmacy licence :-— 

Glycerine is a fatty matter obtained from the fat 
of calves by boiling them down to a certain point 
and dealuted and then purified by alcoholic evapor- 
ation. 

Theobroma is obtained the theobroma plant it is 
principally used in oiling plasters as that of olive oil 
is a fixed oil and will not come off. 

The United States unit of weight is one-eighth of a 
dram—this of course can be mixed with other pow- 
ders and divided into much smaler quantities. 

Mercury is a heavy drug or metal obtained from 
lead and arsenic. 

Tannin salicylic is liquid glass. 


The Hessian Fly. 

The Hessian fly has made its appearance in Lin- 
colnshire. Mr. Eardley Mason, of Alford, near Bos- 
ton, a well-known authority, states that he has found 
the pest in every field of wheat and barley —save 
one—that he has examined. Mr. Mason recommends 
the destruction of the chrysalides in autumn or 
threshing time. 


The Singular Crab at the Zoo. 


A specimen of a very singular crab is now a 
denizen of the Zoological Gardens in London. It is 
the first crab of the species which has been seen 
alive in London, and naturalists at all events must 
feel a strong interest in its habits and occupations. 
Many strange stories are told of this crustacean, 
One of its principal habitats is the Seychelles Group, 
whence come the double cocoa-nuts that so long 
puzzled navigators picking them up at sea. The 
most extraordinary tale about it is that it climbs 
cocoa-nut trees, and cuts off as much fruit as it wants, 
and then descends to eat it. Darwin doubted its 
capacities in climbing except as to one palm, which 
affords good facilities even for a crab, and subse- 
quent observers have not advanced our knowledge 
exhaustively.— Pull Mall Gazette. 








Viper in a Horse’s Stomach. 

A valuable horse, belonging to a farmer at Throw- 
ley, near Faversham, died recently, and on 
being opened a viper about 18 inches in length was 
found in its stomach. Poisoning, no doubt, was the 
cause of death ; and it is supposed that the horse 
tnust have swallowed the reptile when drinking at 
@ pond.—North British Agriculturist. 


Roaring in Horses. 


Previous to the meeting of the Veterinary As- 
Seciation in Edinburgh recently, the members 
present, to the number of about sixty, assembled at 
the New Veterinary College to see Professor Wil- 
hams perform an operation on a horse for the cure 
of roaring.’ This horse was a very bad roarer, and 
the case excited much attention, The animal was 
cast and put under chloroform, after which the vocal 











cord and cartilage were cut out. The operation 
was inst successful, as the animal was feeding in 
half an hour afterwards. 


Deaths from Hydrophobia. 


Dr. G. Danford Thomas held an inquest yesterday 
at the Paddington Coroner’s Court, on the body of 
William Rixon, aged 47, a gardener, of 39, Camden 
Houses, Camden Hill, West Kensington.—Accord- 
ing to the widow of the deceased, her husband re- 
turning home on the morning of May 24th last, after 
attending market, with his left hand injured. He 
told her he had been bitten by Mr. Brisley’s dog 
whilst he was about to get into the former’s cart. 
The dog was in the cart. Witness heard that it had 
bitten some one previously. The jdeceased’s arm 
became inflamed, and he was unable to work after- 
wards. He went to the seaside by medical advice, 
where he stayed a fortnight, returning home on 
Friday last. He got worse instead of better, and on 
Sunday was admitted into St. Mary’s Hospital. Here 
he died on Tuesday last from the effects of hydro- 
phobia.—George Brisley, fruiterer, 19, High Street, 
Notting-hill-gate, the owner of the dog in question, 
said it was a black retriever, two years and ten 
months old, which he had had from a pup. While a 
pup it bit a little girl, who was, however, no worse 
for the bite. The deceased had occasion to push the 
dog aside, and it was then it bit him. Subsequently 
ii bit witness’s son when he was about to kiss it. 
The witness tied it up, and called in a veterinary 
surgeon, who said the animal was suffering from 
rabies. It died on Sunday, the 26th of May.—The 
jury returned a verdict of death from misadventure. 


A death from hydrophobia has occurred at Great 
Bedwin, near Devizes. A little boy named Francis 
Wallis, 34 years of age, was bitten by a dog last 
February, and on Sunday he was seized with con- 
vulsions. He suffered great agony for two days, and 
then died. The medical evidence at the inquest 
showed that hydrophobia was the cause of death. 


Reported Outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease. 


On September Ist the prohibition on the im- 
portation of Dutch cattle ceases. Our agricultural 
press keep this in view and their interest in foreign 
cattle diseases is something quite abnormal. Para- 
graphs of this sort may be expected to appear with 
unusual frequency during the month of August. 


“Information reaches us from Vienna that foot- 
and-mouth disease has again spread largely over 
Hungary and Bakowina, especially in the districts 
of Pressburg, Oedenburg, Wieselburg, Suczawa, 
etc. Our correspondent states that the pig smuggling 
from Russia into Austria still continues, but he con- 
fesses that a control on the frontier districts is 
hardly possible, so that there is little hope that 
Austria will soon get rid of the disease. 
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A Wart Microbe. 

It is said that Dr. George Kuhnemann, working 
in Professor Schweninger’s laboratory of the uni- 
versity clinic for skin diseases. has succeeded in 
discovering the bacillus of ordinary epithelial warts. 
The fact that such warts are sometimes contagious 
would be explained by this discovery. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, contai ning 
facts of interest. 


HORSE SHOEING COMPETITION. 
Sir, 

A letter on this subject in 7'he Veterinary Record for July 
20th, signed ‘“‘ A Practical Farrier,” as to the reason why 
more men did not compete at the Windsor Show, set me 
thinking. I did not see the work done there, being unable 
to reach the show-yard in time, neither do I know the num- 
ber of competitors. 

{ was ‘jolene a similar competition a short time ago— 
being my first attempt. I had three classes to judge, from 
26 to 21 competitors in each class, so it took three days 
about. I was struck with what amount of importunce the 
men attached to time. Now I contend that shoeing a horse 
does not simply mean taking off a shoe, twisting a piece of 
iron, holeing the same, and nailing it on to a horse’s foot. 
If this only is done it can be accomplished in far less time 
than when a workman takes off a shoe, then gets his horse’s 
foot ready, makes a shoe, putting plenty of work into it with 
a hammer, then fits the same, and nails it on true and well, 
taking care that it is put on straight—not all across a foot 

and puts his nails up evenly in a workmanlike manner, 
without robbing the clinches. 

It seems to me in these competitions that prizes should 
be given to the best “ l'ireman”—the man who makes the 
shoe and fits the same—and to the best ‘* Doorman”—the 
man who gets his horse’s foot ready to have the shoe fitted 
and the same on in the most business-like manner ; in fact, 
—— to the rity for whom I judged, I was met 

y 1e question : ‘* where c ’ i j rar 
the prizes?” This does se reed sepbicncedl 2 we 

1e ' ‘ see . nsuperable 
difficulty, although it would take « little more time and 
closer attention, than simply awarding the prizes as custom 
keems to have to adopted. One reason why I made this 
suggestion was that when a man gets on in life he cannot 
(with very rare exceptions) have the practice of nailing-on 
that & younger man gets, for it is unusual for a fireman to 
fit shoes and put them on, and so he gets out of practice at 
it ; and another reason 1 thought was, that it gave encour 
agement toa dourman to take time and trouble gettin “A 
- 2 eam have the shoe fitted and to put it on nae 


One more question, Is cutting away the diseased vortior 
of a horse's frog such an act to be condemned ? NVI ) 1 

told several of the competitors of this, 1 was met with tt 
answer: ‘ that at certain shows the judges disqualifi d ~ 
for touching the foot with a knife.” ‘Now I take it that the 
frog is part of the horse’s foot, and if diseased r ron i 
those particles removed, and to my mind a man home ble 
competency in so doing. This is to be distinguis} id fr ne 
— away the healthy parts. nee i 

must apologise for trespassing s F / 

but I take : great intense te cae ae ee cs ewe 
-leave the subject without giving ve “Re Rnd 
Rete ag these few remarks. 

1 fully, F.R.C.V.S. 





Veterinary Medical Societies—Addresses. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
: Mr. J. Donald, r.n.c.v.s., Wigton, Cumberland. 
Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, .R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 


CatcutTta V.A. 
: Mr. Greenhill, m.R.c.v.s. 
Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 
156 Dhurrumtollah, Calcutta. 


Centra V.M.A. 
: Mr. Alfred Broad, F.R.c.v.s., 
8 Finchley-road, St. John’s Wood. 
. Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, r.n.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hill. 


Pres 
Hon. 


Pres 
Hon. 


Eastern Counties V.M.S. 
: Mr. J. E. Kitchin, m.z.c.v.s., Norwich. 
. Sec: Mr. R. 8. Barcham, M.R.c.V.s., 
Paston, nr. Walsham, Norfolk. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.x.c.v.s., 12 North-circular-road, Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, ™.8.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LANCASHIRE V.M.A. 
: Mr. E. Faulkner, m.n.c.v.s., Knott Mill, Manchester. 
Sec: Mr. A. Leather, F.n.c.v.s. 2 Tariff-street, Liverpool 


LincontnsuHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. B. Freer, M.8.c.v.s., Uppingham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. ¥. L. Gooch, F.8.¢.v.s., 

Stamford, Lincolnshire. 


Mipranp Countirs V.A. 
Pres: Mr. Beddard, m.r.c.v.s., Wolverhampton. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmingham. 


Pres 
Aton. 


NationaL Vet. ASsSOcIATION. 
Pres: Professor Pritchard, 5 Regents Park-road, London. 
Sec: Mr. G. A. Banham, r.n.c.v.s., Downing-st., Cambridge. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. F. Wragg, F.R.C.v.S., 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 
Local Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, m.r.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hill 


Nortuy or Eneruanp V.M.A. 
: Mr. J. Gofton, m.R.¢.v.s., 
65 Church-way, North Shields. 
Sec: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon,m.r.c.v.s., 
Matlock-street, Sunderland. 


Roya Counties V.M.A. 
Pres : Mr. G. A. Drewe, ™.n.c.v.s., Abingdon, Berks. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.n.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 


Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.r.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire © 


Pres 


Hon. 


ScorrisHh Merropourran V.M.S. 
Mr. C. Cunningham, y.n.c.V.s., 
Slateford, nr. Edinburgh. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. Rutherford, M.r.c.v.s., 

12 Bread Street, Edinburgh. 

Sovurn DuruHam anp Nortu YorksHire V.M.A. 

: Mr. J. Nettleton, Northallerton. ' 
Sec: Mr. W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 


SovurHerN Counties V.M.S. 
: Professor W. Pritchard, 
5 Regents-park-road, London, N.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, 
79 Anerley Road, London, 8.E. 


WesterRN Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. P. Heath, m.x.c.v.s., Southernhay, Exeter. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Penhale, r.x.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon, 
West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Mr. A. Robinson, r.R.c.v.s., 


37 West Burn-street, Greenock, N.B. 
Mr. James Weir. 


YorksHirE V.M.A. 
: Mr. W. Lodge, m.r.c.v.s., Dewsbury. 
Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, m.x.c.v.s., Hunslet, Leeds. 


Pres: 


Pres 
Hon. 


Pres 


Pres: 
Hon. Sec: 


Pres 
Hon. 





